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On Monday, November 22, 2016, Dean Rheaume stopped by my office to express frustration at the continued 

closure of Creek Road.   

Specifically, Dean: 

- Questioned the need for the road to be closed while the study of possible next steps is on-going; 

- Questioned the process for closing the road; 

- Questioned the direction of the study of next steps, particularly the perceived lack of focus on opening the 

road back up to two-way traffic;  

- Noted that the Town missed the opportunity to repair the worst area(s) of erosion during the fall; and 

- Suggested that the narrow/limited shoulder portions of the road could be marked and the road could be 

open to through traffic. 

Dean said that he is eager to have the road opened back-up, and, although he is hesitant to do so, believes he needs 

to pursue the matter with the Selectboard.  I let Dean know of the next Selectboard meeting (November 29, 2016) 

and the next Infrastructure Committee meeting date (December 8, 2016). 

 

 

In my conversation with Dean, in response to the suggestion that the narrow/limited shoulder portions of the road 

could be marked, I noted that in at least one of the sections, the road is approximately 15’ wide, with very little 

shoulder on both sides of the road. As travel lanes are typically at least 10’ wide there is not enough room for two 

cars to pass, at a minimum, those sections would need to be marked with Manual on Uniform Traffic Control 

Devices (MUTCD)-compliant signs and barriers (see MUTCD Section 2, Warning Signs And Object Markers 

http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/htm/2009r1r2/part2/part2c.htm, and MUTCD Section 6, Temporary Traffic Control 

Zone Devices, http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/htm/2009/part6/part6f.htm). 

After my conversation with Dean, I discussed the matter with Susan Shashok, Chair of the Infrastructure 

Committee, and Dan Werner, Director of Public Works Planning.  Their comments included: 

- The draft of the final report on the Creek Road Erosion Stability Study are due soon (anticipated December 

1, 2016); 

- With regard to opening the road back-up to traffic with markings/barriers: 

o It is not possible to monitor the road continually for additional erosion; and 

o A geotechnical engineer should be consulted prior to placing additional weight in the form of 

barriers where the road/road shoulder is eroded. 

At Susan’s suggestion, a brief background piece on the gravel section of Creek Road is attached. 


